
Giuseppe Spagnulo was born in 
Grottaglie (Taranto), one of the 
historical centers for ceramics, 
in 1936. Currently lives and 
works in Milan.



Bruno Corà

Giuseppe Spagnulo
The Fire, Art

Edited by
Bruno Corà

Texts by
Bruno Corà

Mario Bertoni
Zeno Birolli
Pier Giovanni Castagnoli
Paolo Fossati
Giuliano Gori
Flaminio Gualdoni
Max Imdahl
Luigi Nono
Silvia Pegoraro
Giuliano Scabia
Giuseppe Spagnulo
Tommaso Trini
Emilio Vedova

Archivio Spagnulo
by Maddalena TIbertelli de Pisis

Thanks to
Massimo Guazzoni and his staff for his great professionalism 
and helpfulness that allowed me to work in a big factory;
Dario Lasagni who followed the realization of the book; 
from the bottom of my heart to Giuliano Gori for the text 
he wrote for this occasion

Realization
Gli Ori, Pistoia

Layout, editing
Gli Ori Redazione

Photographs
Dario Lasagni

Photocredits
Aurelio Amendola 41
Bacci 29, 35
Biennale di Venezia, 43
Mario Carrieri 60 
Giampietro Casadei 62 
Lorenzo Castore 63, 65, 154, 155
Giorgio Colombo 106 
Del Prete 36 
Gianfranco Gavirati 10, 133-139, 112, 113
Juan Gil Photographics 19, 63, 65, 119, 120, 121 
Gianfranco Gorgoni 64, 117, 160-161
Salvatore Licitra 33, 35, 115
Antonia Mulas 11, 14, 57, 60, 61, 62, 90-91, 92-97, 104 
    	         130-131, 164, 167, 169
Ugo Mulas 40, 67
Torquato Perissi 45-48
Vittorio Pigazzini 103 
Massimo Pisoni 29, 31,33
Silvia Pizzorno 14-15
Ciro Quaranta 126
Paolo Zappaterra 170

The photos come from Spagnulo’s Archive. 
The publisher is in hand for anyone who is entitled to claim a credit

Printed in november 2013 by Baroni e Gori, Prato 

© Copyright 2013
Gli Ori, Pistoia, Giuseppe Spagnulo
texts and photographs, the authors
ISBN 978-88-7336-524-2
All rights reserved
www.gliori.it
info@gliori.it



6 7

the fire, the oven, the flame

All of Spagnulo’s works have withstood a certain collision, and their sur-
viving permanence is permeated by an experience of heroic resonance, 
of a mythical degree of density, of an enduring already-happened that is 
invisible to the eye but discernible to all the senses. 
Something has left the elaborated material to its creatural destiny, impress-
ing on it an echo of itself of an intensity as tormenting as it is unprecedent-
ed. The traces the works display, with which the senses are pervaded like 
wall cracks after an earthquake, like uprooted trees after a hurricane, like 
a Paul of Tarsus thrown by his horse on the road to Damascus when struck 
by the light, evoke the magnetic residuality of the noumenal manifestation. 
The god that guides the hands of blacksmiths is that of fire; the art con-
ceived by Spagnulo is brought into the world with fire. I have no difficulty 
imagining the adolescent Spagnulo growing up in his father’s workshop 
in Grottaglie, working among ceramicists, next to lathes, in front of kilns, 
where fire, from one laboratory to the next, over and above the shapes 
resulting from the work, is the immutable essence of days, months and 
years.
As for that novitiate, I imagine the young Spagnulo, as in the pages of 
Gaston Bachelard, being proud of the knowledge acquired alongside his 
father “in the art of lighting the fire” and in baking in the flames the curved 
shapes of vases and other hand-made ornaments. Well, there is a highly 
significant consequentiality in the art of Spagnulo, which links his initial 
training and early experiences with terracotta and ceramics and, later, his 
intense work with iron and metals. These, in fact, originate in the bowels 
of the earth, from where, in the mines, humankind has always extracted 
minerals, replacing time in the slow process of chthonic maturation, help-
ing and accelerating the phases of growth of the metals. Between earth 
and metal there is a relation like the one between the maternal womb and 
the embryo. In mythology and anthropology, the earth is mater and stone 
is genitrix. The human species itself, according to the Old Testament of 
the early Semitic tradition, is created from mud. The Lent Memento of the 
Christian cultures renews in humankind the sense of coming from and re-
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